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A Religious Retreac 


SOUNDED 


IT; a Religious Armyz 


$ By one that deſires to be faithful to 
his Country , though naworthy 
to be named. 


Bonus Civis initia belli Grvilis invitus 
 ſwſapit, extrema non libenter perſe- 
quitur, Cc. 
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Worthy (rentlemen and Souldiers. 


5. Hen you had done God and the Kingdom that faithhul 
17, and ſuccesful ſervice, for which you deſerved tobe 
NV £21 recompenced with all the honor and rewards the 
Vo WE State can wel afford you ; 
REES) If then you had tendred your ſelves in a Chriſtian 
manner to lay down your Arms, or be difpoſed of by 
the piety and 
yo 


dence of the Parliament, you had crowned the Go- 
{pel and your {elves with perpernal praiſe. 

If then you had conſulted what is amiſs in the State and Church, 
and tendred your rote to = we me of wm reſpeQive i 
treaty, that as you had given our fideh magnanimity 
for choir lakes fo they w ow Fo ro manifeſt rheir ſanRity 
and ingenuityfor yours, in contidering and —_— what you had 
or ſhould proffer ; you hadnor only ſealed up your Chriſtianity to all 
ages, bur obliged both Houſes to have rendred you all due regard, or 
to have proltituted themſclves to ſuch Animadverſions from all hands, 
as th.y could never have bgrn with honor. 

Bar ſeeing you are pleaſed ro chuſe another way, wherein not a few 
of your godly Brethren and Friends fear yon expoſe yonr ſdves to 
more temptations, and re-inyolve the State in more troubles, then are 
yet felt or foreſeen: give leave to one who loves you'as mnchfor your 
yalour and vertue as agy other whatever he be, to ſpeak a few words 
in your eares,. wherein if he {hal take a picce of your courage upon him 
to {pcak fredy, he preſumes you wil excuſe hum. 

Fortis fortem amat. 


I know you are too.too ful of Agications, to attend tq any general 
Declamationabour the Purgatory of civil wars, or che Paradife of Na- 
rional Peace whereof I many of you have read mach mScrip- 
ture and humane Hiſtories : Iſhal rather addreſs my ſelf to yon,/ with 
ſome opporrune perſwaſives taken from inſtant occurrences which 
render themſdlves obviouſly to the view of ſuch as are ſcrionſly obſer- 
vant of divine Providences, r ; 

I, if oe, + 2 [4 
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It hathpleaſed God, whom we all acknowledg to be the Lotd of 
our Hoaſts, and the King of our Peace, ſo to over-ſhadow and over. 
rale theſe late ſinful and threatning tumults, that what good men 
feared; and evil men hoped, is not come to paſs; in ſtead of Blood and 
Rapine, we have met with quietneſs and innocency : bleſſed be his 
Name, he hath guided yon with ſach moderation, that all honeſt men 
honour you for your honeſty : Let it be your and our wiſdom, to ho- 
nor Him; who hath honoredyou, and tavour'd us, far beyond both 
nr deſerts and expectations. "OM 

This more then ordinary goodneſs of his, hath ſuggeſted two great 
aNOUVES to PEACE. 

Firſt, tus apparent unwillingneſs that we ſhould proceed to any 
Further war ;. whit provocations.and preparations were ia the ſpirits 
of both ſides is known ro Hum, and. not unknown tous, afſutedly 
much more then can be juſtified ; the City was reſolved to for 
their ſafety andreputation,. the Army reſolved not.to be d, bur 
the God of mercy and peace would {uffer neither to draw a Sword; it 
Hood with his honor to reſtrain the pride and rage of man ;. and there» 
pinch Gefen plainly, that he wil. have us. fight no more anea- 
gainſt another, we wilfirſt fight againſt him and his wil I. 

Nor hath he diſcovered his: own mind- only, but. the minds of al 
that are wel minded, bow weary they are of war,. how defirous of 
peace,how willing to lay So — —— for peace ſake. How- 
ealy.ſuch a-City might have ſwallowed up uchan Army, is cally. 
canteſſed by any humble heart ; nor do I. doubt, bue ſome Spirit or. 
gther whiſpered in the cares of Citizens what the Senators ſpake 
gat to the City of Rome in the like danger... 


His teterrimis fratribus portas aperietis ? hos unquamin ur- 
bom recipietis ? non tempore oblato, Ducibus paratis, ani- 
mis militum incitatis, populs Romano con/prante, tota ur- 
be ad pacem & dignatatem conſervandam excitata, Deorum 
Immortalium beneficio utemini ? 


| Peron {ag your ang not Zcterrims, .but anions fratres ; . 
nat did the Caty con/p.rare, but portas aperire ; ; wtof 
pecewonrhe dey of te Sri of ar wal Fn | Pre 
The rem of God in theſe over-tures of his good 
pleaſare towards us, hach ſec me on work, -with allſincere affeRion - 
to belceth and barge you with this following Increxy ; wherein, . 
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a few of the old Roman wiſdom, praying you to underſtand, - char 
I turn not the worſt ſide, or ſenſe of them u 
cide and perſwading ; and knowing ſundry of your chief Conncel, to 
whom I chiefly, dire&t my ſpeech, to be wel acquainted with the Roman: 
tongue I ſhal not tron' le my ſelf ro put them into Engl/i/5, and the rather, 
becauſe I would not have common people hear all I ſay. 

'- My intended aime is Threefold : 

Firſt, to intreat you now to re-colle& your ſelvesm cool blood, and: 
withall meckneſs of wiſdom, reſolve to reſerve fach a competent Army 
of ſel«& Forces on foot, as the wiſdom of the State ſhal think meer for 
onr preſent ſafety, ſo ordered and quartered, that they may be neither a 
T eompiing wk mit ef Cod, nnt peadentr ofeke Pulley mar 

. ing to the m1 prudence no. 
mfringing the Liberty of the Snbje. 

; that whatſoever elſe you intend to __ would leave us 2 
free Parliament, ſo free, that it may not only be fully free within itſelf, 
but clearly freen the henfions of the whole Land : if you leave us 
toc this vonkeate en tngbing: yo umdear Tuce aphyahiquaca 

Nifs leges authoritate Senatus ſanciantur' & reſcindantur, imagy, 

nulla libere Cronaty relinqueter. A 

Third, to give you atrue information of what Ecrors and tempeations. 

ou banda ity fl into, . at leaſt az wiſe and moderate men judge, whit 
s lye upon you, what fears poſſeis the hearts of many whoruly fear: 


God, aud have ar Intereſt inche Throne of Grace, that you may be intrea-- 


ted to avoid them, and to liſten to the rwo former, which I earneſtly per- 
ſwade with theſe enſuing Arguinents, and that very briefly. Tin 


T is acknowledged by diverſe good men on your own party, and.great- 
ly bewailed by many godly men, that dare not doſe with you, that they 

cannot find ont any religious-or rational gronnd for theſc.your late proceed-- 
| That other people upoa fuch motions, though irregular, have made their 
rrapeoes grenchagii, : 40% RO: 

t you are carryed on by an Joxpetu« #xims, 4 More then ordinary im-- 
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- That you follow che Diates of Providence. 

- That God hath now given.che Dominion into the hands of his Saints. 

{ That you have conquered che Land, and i being yours by Conqueſt, you 
may do what you do. | 

"That you are privy to ſuch plots as may ruine the Kingdom an{ Parlia- 
ment, if you ſhould not by this cogrle prevent them. 

' Forthe Four firſt, they paſſe with me as vagabond ales, that have nel. 
ther honſe nor hoin2; it is teo hard to bclecwwe, that undecſtandins men 
ſhould areempr ſach anencerpriſe upon ſuch wilde warrants. Hiſtorians 
wilt tell you, chat chey have. been often found bur deſtru tive dreams:I need 
not fay eften, bar ever. Logicians wil tellyou, char ſuch irrational phanſes 
give Commutto2n to any mutinous Inſurreftions whatſce 7er ; for what 
company of mal-contents may not plead them,and who can confure them? 
And Divines will & ll you, that irregular beginning s, will ney r warrant re- 
gular pcoceedings 41 the ſame hands and kind not ever aflure regular 


For theFifth, thongh I ſuppoſe you are too wile to plead it, yer becauſe 
ſome menplead it for you,T will fay this lictle to it:If che Maſter and Mates 
of a rich Ship ſhould endevour to carry it away from che owners, and Mer- 
chants, and take it for cheipwn uſe,and the relt of the Marincrs ſhould re- 
ſiſt ind overcome them, and preſerve rhe Ship tor thoſe whole it is, I ſup- 
poſe you would not ſay the Ship and Goods were therefoxe thcirs : . Or it a 
man{hould hire ſome ſtout mea to turne out of his houſe ſome that wonld 
take and keep poſlcIion of it ; that cherefore chey mighr claime 
and own the houſe. If you claime che Reabn by conqueſt, it will be expe. 
Red in'good Juſtice, that you. hould repay to the Kingdom all the moneyes 
Fa 1 ms nr MN and that you ſhould now' take che care of the 


who certainly will be loth to ſerve their ſervants, or to ſpend more travaile 
and trouble about that which is yours. 

| The Sixth is ſomewhar fair, if youcan make it good by honeſt and ho- 
norable teſtimony, beſides ſuch as may be had-from any of your Army, 


for you are all joyne accuſers ; That there are indeed ſuch plots : That they, - 


are known to you, and not to the Parliament, who likely would and could. 
prevent them : Thar they can by no means be prevented, bue by this your 


V way. , Weſkal then achnowloly, the chough ſuch mey 
bee yer they or btn" RY Hae 
ay, reported tobe an Army of Saints and Chriſtians, at lcalt.in great 


8 much 


State into yonr hands to manage and rule ic, and diſcharge the Parliament, 
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40 a Religions Army. , 
much to give God and the State, whom panere ubjechy, g Chriſtian An- 
ſwer to that moſt Chriſtian Queſtion, which the Holy Ghoſt puts to all 
Chriſtian Soldiers, hence are your Warrs ? James 4, 1. If you cando it, 
every Chriſtiaq in the Land wil rejoyce in you Chriſtianicy ; bur till you 
do it, you mult nor be offended, if every Chriſtian which :$ not acquainted 
with your grounds, INLPTer your Wtencions by the language of your ati 
ons, and ſuipeR with a holy fear, that your wars, for ſo they may be called, 
though there be noſiroaks, arc but wanton Wars, riling from, and ſtriving 
for ſome unmorrtified lufts or other. 

Yea, give me leave to tall you Gentlemen, that it concerns you,as much 
as your Lives, Honors, and Religion comes to, to give the State and Chur- 
ches of. ENG LAND , a ſatisfactory a of theſe myſtical motions : 
it may be many of you are ſarisfied in your ſclves, bur that is not enough in 
publick and popular caſes. | 

Non ro.gry ſed Scnatui, non Senatui, ſed Reipublice reſponden. 
m eſt. 

If you cannot do it, it wil pleaſe God belt, that you putan end tothem 
as ſpeedily as you can, and truſt him with his own cauſe. 
Itis likewile feared by thoſe that love you much, That you run too great 
oor iend falpeAtyoupreſ of the prowels of yoar Army 
Yourfri u ume too MuUCci 
that it is irreſiſtible and ipvinadle; take heed you Re deluded, let not 
your late quiet march through London make you conclude beyond the pre- 
GE which a& you u_ ny codon blroo gee the brink 
f a precpicc. 1 ſupppoſe you not but i£ it pleaſe, can 
eh | 2s. many Am equal to yours for Leaders and. Followers, for ho- 
nor and valor ; nor are you ignorant, that the vittory i not alnays tothe. 
Strong. If God diſlikes an Army, he candiſſipate it with a far leſs; we | 
have examples good ſtore : If a Land grow weary of their Army, they can. 
{oon ſuppreſs it :- and truly very many grow exceeding weary, and wil. be 
praying and ſtudying to bexaſed. 

Luarv ſubmerſe leges, quanmvis tremefalta Libertas, Emerget 
ramen aliquando, vel judicus tacitis,vel publicis ſulfragiis, 
vel apertis telis, Cc, | 

You may alſo-preſume much of the ſanftity of the Army, and- the pre- 
ſence of God among you : weareglad to hear, that, there is-what there is.. 
Should we grant it, yet it is not always a ſufficient ſanctuary in ſuch caſes ;; 
The boly Warriors camparedwith their enemies, might. ſay as-much, 
were defeated. If ever any, the Waldenſes and Albingenſes mi walkin 
this; yet prevailed not : One Achar may trouble a whole Hol > 
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elites. You have indzed miny godly men; and many as ungodly as everT 
ſaw or heard ; Tamnot willing the world ſhould hear what I have been 
an eyeand are witneſs of : be not too much diſpleaſed, if I fay, that fmy 
' jadgmentfailme nor, you'have ſomeamong you, with whom I fear God 
is very angry,and wil certainly find a time to bring them to ſad reckonings, 
— chart make your Army very unſafe, I mean men of ſome mark. 

You may alſo preſume of the fidelity and obedience of your Soldiers, 
whereof we had a gratcfil experiment lately : bur you ſhal do wel to con- 
ſider, what the experience of the moſt experienced Leaders in the world 
bath ratified to all ages ; Thar 

' Civil/bus Ann mer Is es Dwcibus _ —_ 

You have many very hunvry of prey, y poor and rade, [hi 
for livelyhood, weary of labor and honeſt Gllings. 

Improbi odio & teaio ſuarum conditionum, omnia mutari ſtudent : 
neque ullum vaſtum fretum  procelloſum tantos ciet fluttus, 
_ quantos multitudo, ſiſemel L:bertate Luxuriat, 

Andier me tell you in time, thar it is thought ſome mens faces among 
you differ from their hearts : they watch bur a turn to lead their Leaders; 
and if rhe wind comes about to any purpoſe,it is feared yot wil meet with 
guſts, blowing out of your own quarters; that wil hazard your very fore- 
maſt ; Veybuns /apients. h 

It is feared chat you do not m—_— conſider what a black doud you 
may happily make in a future Story of your ations ; nor what infamicgand 
execrationsyou maybring upon yourdearChildren to many ages. WhatState 
wil ever berruſt them with places of truſt ſo long as your memories laſt 

Nor that you do bethink your ſelves, what injury you may do- to ſach 
of oar Nobility, Gentry and Miniſtry as you purchaſe to yon, and i 
in your diſallowed way, who wil hardly live to recover that incereh 
good mens heatrs, which they have already loſt. 

* Nords you wel conſider what great wrongs you may do to mulcitudes 
in your Army that are young and poor, who had more need to be falling 
again to their work, and providing a better courſe of life then lying idle 
with you, when themſelves and che Commonyealth have ſuch need of their 
labor and —_—_ | | 

Ir js mach feared that you toofar prodaim eirher the weakneſs or the ſu- 
pinenefs of our Kingdom to forraign Nations. 

itent ininvics, primum om1um, Mapiſtratum vigilare,adeſſe,pro- - 
gy ns Reipublice Acinde magnos jr 9h in bens viris pt; 
eoncord/am, maximam multitudinem, magnas preterea copias mils. 
rms: Deos denique Immortales, huic Pevitto Populo & Clariſſims 

«  Imperio, contra omnem vimanxilinm eſſe latwror. h If 
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If fabjeAs dos ſuch as, as give the world to underſtand, 
that theſe things are not to be found or feared in England, it 


- may well emperill the'State in ſuch hoſtile times 28 theſe, when 


nationall ambition owes over all bankes, and nothing con- 
tents men but warres : Loyall Subje&s ſhould be too ſtudious 
of the honour and fafetie of this nation to let it be thought at 
bome or abroad,that ſuch as Army as this , cati command the 
wholcKingdome. | ; 

It is feared you have by yoar examples miſled ignorant and 
prophane people iato very fintull miſcariages ; your deport- 
ment _ Parliament in ſome of your _ nds ſeeming too 
imperitive, it15 thought hath incourag. d many uacivill per- 
ro flight it , wary cf:r it ſuch Mioieagine ro pes as te 


 ſeldome or never beene heard of 1n this State. You doe very 


well to contrglithem , but you had done mnch better, if you 


' had nevertaught them the way, it is the moſt Lethall leflon 


that can be taught or learned by any $a5j:&; ſach as have bad 
any hand ia it ſhouid do well to grieve with all the griete bu- 
mane hearts can afford : thoſe that have offered ſuch contem- 
ptuous affrontsto ſupreame power, cando no more , uoleſſe it 
be to conremne God himſclfe , who probably ſuff:red it in 


part for your deſtruRon, t 
Lui ordinem Senatorinum defÞexernnt , ad injurias Libidineſg, 
ſnas omnia Coagquant, | 


Itisan amazement to ſuch as feare God , and know thepro- 
portions of State, to fee multitudes preſent popular petitions 
toyou, of fach nature and importance, as intiinte that they 
take you now to be the ſaveraigne Power of the Land; or that 
you can command it, oO $7 1 j" 

But that which'is more grieyous, we read in ſorne late Pam- 
phlets , that in reference to ſome of theſe | ——- wy , this/ and 
that is the ſenſe of the Army, as if the ſenſe of the Arm y'were 
the ſypreame Law of the Realme. Iam yer perſwaded, it is ut- 
terly againſt your knowledge and wil; bat 1fyou'ſhall receive 
ſach petitions without checke, and permit ſack anſwersto fie 
abroad without controll'; your faithfulleſt friends will feare 


——— A aha from _ 
| | they 
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A Religions Retreat 
they were when you firſt enered into your places; when wee 
dare ſay for you, yeu would bave declined ſuch things wich 
feare and trembling. | 

As | was writing the laſt line, there came to my hand,a clear 
vindication of your leyalty heercin, for which I beartily 
tbanke you. 

It is doubted, that you doe not commierats the Countrey 
ſo much as you ſhould, or the exhauſt condition of it requires; 
your ſupernumerary ſoldiers which bave flockt to you of late, 
{ach as are not ſo truſty to the cauſe of the Parliament,as they 
fhould, for whom yon alſo demand pay. Divers Officers of 
your companies car: ying their wives and ſervants with them; 
very many Gentlemen and friends with their retinue viſiting 
and accompanying you in a work about which they ſet them- 
ſelves and are not imployed by the Parliamenr,nnd all allowed 
free quarter by yoar Quarter-maſter,doe not anly alicnate the 
hearts of men from you, more then _ are aware of, buc miſe- 
rably impoveriſh mens eſtates and families. 

It is ſuppoſed, that though you profefſe the continuance of 
your Army be, toſettle peace and ſuppreiſe new commotions, 
yet that it will rather provoke to them. 1f one manſtands in 
the ſtreet-with a payre of Cadgels in his hands, he willſoone 
invite many more to crackt crownes : while you march under 
the Commiſſion and countenance of the Parliument,you were 
pader God; ſafe z but fince they ordered your disbanding, and 
you refuſed, you are lookt at by many, as chalengers or Cham- 
1008, having little elſe to beare np your armes, bat your own 

Menghae have good earcs and eyes, doe notfee any 
at feare ofdomeſtique TInſurreRions, nor of forraigne Inva- 
| ſamuchasto keepe a pumerous Army on foot topro- 


 pellchem; nothing appears to them more likely to ſtir up new 
ane gr .ty” 0 


Watrres at ſz your proceedings; or it cannot be 
expeQed, that the ſpirit of war will bee layd downe ſo long as 
youkeepe your Army up, too many hoping for new imploy- 


© '' 0 ment Cannot. ſettle toapy other courſe. Long wars have ever 


begat a trade of warre. You muſt thinke that all who milign 
you, will be ſtirring up new quarrells againityou , and parties 
to 


i 
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to maintaine them, chat 54> ang, onr way, wilt 


| | be blowing (moake in your faces, that the whole clamour of 


the people will at length cry up Rirres, to cry you downe + 

You may eaſily obſerve , if you pleaſe, that all the late Stirres, 

which you call mntinics and treacheries, tending to new wars 

and ſpilling of bloed , have roſe in fition to you; if you 

weuld lay downe your Armes, it is hoped every true fubje& 

\ nr lay dewne his head on his pillow, and willingly take 
is reſt, 

It is much feared, that theſe your proceedings are very preſ- 
ſing provocations io our brethren of Scotland , putting them 
upon extream rackes of conſcience and counfcll, inregard of 
their Cc-intereſt and Covenant ; and what the produdt there- 
of will be, nor you nor we can foretell ; if it ſhould be in any 
of your mindsto eontinne your Army and way , that you may 
the rather provoke them upen us, I am bold to ſay, you go the- 
next way ts provoke God, to provoke our Children, and chil- 
drens children to ſuch curiings and curſes as neither you nor 
we ſhall lie quiet in'our graves. . 

Pacetm volo, ſed paeis nomine bellum involutum nolo, 

Tt is feared by feme, whole chariry I rather accuſe then ex- 
cuſe, that theſe your courſes are ſomewhat allied to the firſt 
great-civill ſtirres of Rome, whereof it is ſayd, 

Ile di fſenfoones, erant bnjuſmodi que non delenduns , ſed ad com- 
rut andun cam pertinerent, non ii nulan «ſe Rew- 
publicam, ſed in ca querfſer, ſe eſſe principes voluerunt, 

If you ſhould ayme at any ſuch thing for your ſelvesor apy 0- 
thers, by whoſe helpe ygu might attaine your owne ends , the 
Land would blaſk it felfe en fire at the humility and pride of 


Faints. 

Su ſundry of y®u who are more godly , honld level 
at ho ſuch matter, yet I feare you could not lay us in ſufficient 
hoſtage to ſecure as from all your followers : por will bee ia 
your power to hinder them, if you proceed auch further. 

Bellornm Civilinm i ſemper ex1t8s, ut non ea ſoliim flant que 

welie viltor, veram etians, ut its nos gerendys fit , quibus ad- 
jutoribus partaeſt vithoria ; — 4 ow1ninm be nw ex 
3 decroie 


10 A Rellolows Retreat | 
dreretis proced®t, ſed ipſum ex ſe mults invenit, ut res ſunt 
nate, eAmbitioſs , Honores quos quieta Republica deſferant; 
perturbata ſe conſequi poſſe ar bitrantar, 

They that doe not well ſee where they begin, can never fore» 

ſee where they ſhall make an end. | 

It 18 feared that the liberty of Religion, which you ſcem to 
defire, for tender Conſciences, if it dee not the better limired 
by the tule of the Word, will cauſe the State to <ff-nd all the 

Confciences in the Kingdom that are fincerely and judiciouſly 

tender, and the publique peace alſo. | 

XN imia Licentia ſemper evadit in alignod magnum malum. 

Eſpecially in matters of L_ 

It js alſo obſerved, that you! to ſet up, what God and the 
State bath pulled downe,and to pulldowne what hath been ſet 
up with much paines and prayer : Sandry - places where you 
have quartered falling againe to the old Seryice Booke,divers 
{candzlous Miniſters formerly ſequeſtred , claiming their Li- 
vings under colour of your allowance, which threatens arc- 
turns to cur old vomit ; This doth utterly blaſt the eſteeme of 
your Army, in the hearts of good men,who conclude that our 
way cannot be of God ; ſurcly when he gives the Kirngdome 
to the Saints, he will not ſuffer them to give ſuch large tolera- 
tion to erroneous opinions, nor to build with one hand, and 
plucke downe with the other. This makes us all ready to cry 


- aleudto our Honourable Parliament, 
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{evete Patres C onſcripti, per Deos [mmertales, ne fþe preſent! 
i, eternam packs amittauni. "Il 

It is fcared and felt , that theſe your motions put ſuch an a- 

gue into the blood and fpirits of the people throughout the 

Land , that they cannot bethinke themſelves of beavenly agd 

ſpirituall tbiogs; godly mon thinke that it is full time now for 

men toattend the working out of their own ſalvation,and the 


welfare of their families and poſterities. 

It is g' euly feared by wiſe men, that you doe not prudent- 
ly conſider the ſeaſon wherein you undertake ſo important an 
aRion, a time wherin God js abating tbe height of all bumane 
g'0'y, you ſee how he hath cealt with onr King, with our Par- 

hament, 


\ 
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liament , with our City , if yoga grow too great and popular, 
your turne will certainely come 1n his ſcaſon. | 

A time when God raines ſoares upon this whele Land, ſaf- 
fering men to 34 little elſe but obliquiries,iilegalities, abſardi- 

ties, and ſelte-diſappointments. | 

A time wherein Satan hath ſet the Land on fire , and like 
Nero (its on bis Turret, making mufick with bis inſtruments, I 
meane his prophane lying Pamphleters , that every man may 
dance Antick over his brothers head, Itis a Proverbe not to be 
negleRed, that, he that danceth when the Divell pipes, ſhall 
certainely breake his (ſhins ; If he hath not the lucke to ſave 
them who),by breaking his neck. Wiſe men will not travel in 
a night , when the aire is full of jgnes fats;, nora ſober Mati- 
ner beyſe vp all his failes, when the windes blow in all quar- 
ters. 

It is feared, if not concluded , by very many of your true 
friends, thatyou run into deepe errenrs, concerning the Par- 
liament , ard through theqro the whole Kingdome. ,I ſhall 
touch them as tenderly and briefly as I may. 

That ſo long as you continue in this manner , it is impoſſi- 
ble but there will hogunes diviſions in both Houfes: your Ar- 
my is like a black and dluſtring ſtorme , that ſcatters a ſtrong 
flcete of friends. & 

That nothing can be concluded comfortably concerning 


* the Government of the Chu-ch ; which though you profefled- 


ly diſclaime to medale with, in ſome of your wntings, yet it is 
thought you aime moſt at it, by circuit or circumvention, you 
may difavow it in your owne military way ; but if you mould 
a Parliament to your owne minde, and cauſe them to eftabliſh 
what yeudefire,it is all one,and you will finde it much worſe; 

wod vi oritaer, vi moritur : Theſe differences anddclayes are 


- very grievous tothe worke and kingJome of Chriſt , through 


the contentiouſnefſe of anmornified men ; ſolong 8 each ſide 

are peremptory and incxorable, and'you hold in the wedge be- 

tweene them,it is not likely they will agree upon ſuch weigh- 
ry debates with afly convenient ſtrength. - 

Magna vis oſt, magnam CO & idens ſemtientis —_ 

; 4 That 


11 A Religious Retreat 
That you weary away many godly Members, who ſeeing their 
preſence uſelefle, withdraw totheir homes,. though I cannot 
commend their pra&tiſe, * 

Adaltem me onere officii opprimi , quam quod mibi ſeme! cum fide 

impoſfitum eft, ant propter peRfidiam abjicere,aut propter imbe= 

cillitaters animi deponere. 
Yethearing their allegations, I dare not wholly condemone 
them. >, 

Dnatndig ad publicum conſlinm & authoritatem Reſpublica re- 
wvocatur, manendum eft quaſi in vigiltia quadam Conſulari & 
Senatoria. 

but any longer is in vaine. ; 

That in re{pe& to your mindes and power, they have ſo 
long foreborn to puniſh the inſolencies of ſundry delinquents 
loxo:iantin their tongues and aRions, that it is likely that the 

-Juftice which God requires will never be done ; and that it 
13 almoſt too late te re-minde them , what was ſpokento the 
like Counſel! in thelike caſe. 

Retinendaeſt vobis conſt antia, gravitas, perſeverantia; repeten- 
daeft vetus ills Authoritas f ſeveritas, quibus his Ordo ni- 
mim caruit dig, 

That by propounding matters of State and Chnrch with 
your Swords by your (ides, hovering ſo neare 2$ you doe, you 
wholly tzke away the liherty of the Parliament. 
 Solatiores & liberiores ſunt , quibns eſt integra judicandi pote« 

ſtas, nec mt ea que praſcripta & quaſi imperata ſunt ſacerent, 
pila neceſſitate cogantnur. 

That you doe much impeach the wiſdome and dignity of 
the Parliament in your Propoſalls , whereinyou not only re- 
quire a repeale of :ſomethings they bave deliberately caaRed, 
but ſome things utterly deſt-uQive to Chriſtianity and youly. 


> 


Pudendum oft bon:ftoria efſe deicreta Legionum quan Senatas,” 
HW the addrefſc lately publiſhed be indeed yours , which I doe 
not believe ,. truely your caſe is mack to be pitied, and you 
have great cauſe to feare your defcate is not ſa far off as you 
may happily _ 

If you can tell me of any fuch Army as yours , that pr 


_ - 
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gaioſt the State and mindes of their Countrey to attains your 

OG RR Ho we reg be; I wil 
acknowledge the ſhortnefle of my memory andreading 

That by theſe courſes you doe not onely what. you may to 
annull the preſent., but tg provoke the people to loath all fu» 
ture Parliaments, ſo long as this generation laſts. If they eſta» 
bliſh what you deſire, for feare, or concurre with all you pre- 
pound for love,or turne this way and that way in meere obſcr- 
vance of you , what Eoglifh man will ever regard a Parlia— 
ment more? and what foraigner will not ſay , the wiſedome 
and ſtrength of England is loſt ? 

Senatus Confilia, ſi vatuiſſent, Reſpublica ftaret ; ſinon huc atq, 

illac flultuare cogetar, 

And heere I muſt betray both my conſcience townds God, 
my faithfulnesto my Country, and my loveto you, if I once 
againe turne me not to our moſt Honoarable Lords and Come 
mons, and {:y with a better Ocator ; 

Hee profes tempore, cam poteftatens omnem wor habetis, mt ſa- 
ruatht utram ne:,qui ſemper veſtre eAuthoritats dediti fus- 
mus, ſemper miſers lugeamns , an per vos, ac veſtran fidew, 
virtutem, ſapientiamg, recreemur. 

I have now ſpoken my thoughts to you in uprightnes, wher- 
in if Thave vented ary diſtemper of my owne ſpirit,or aymed 
at any finiſter end,my heart hath deceived me. I amnot ſo ſtu- 
pid, as not to expe many frownes, both from ſome tranſpor- 
ted men of the Army , and fromothersalſo, who willtell me, 
that Txtum non oft ſcribere adver ſus eos qui poſſunt proſcribere ; 
andthat there is no prudence but filenee in ſuch times as thele. 

For the Army, I hope I ſhall lye ſafe bebindea treble Ram- 
part. 1, Their piety, which will excuſe me for ſpeaking my 
conſcience. 2. Their valour, Fortes wen ſunt vindices, 3. Their 
own freedeme to ſpeake and doe what they judge ought to be 
ſpoken and done. 

For others, I have reſerved one old Rome ſentence more to 
intrench my felfe in. 
$i longe inter vale mea ſtxtentia ab omnibus landetur, quid re» * 

fert, ſs hod:e 4 pancis vitmperetur ? 

FINIS. . 


